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Sibawayh’s Phonetic Opinions in Ibn ‘Asfir al-Ishbili’s Book Al-Mumti® al-
Kabir f1 al-Tasrif: A Documented and Critical Study
Assistant Lecture Alyaa Bashar Jumaah
Open College of Education — Wasit Academic Cente

Abstract

This study presents a documentary and critical examination of Sibawayh’s
phonetic opinions as conveyed by Ibn “Asfiir al-Ishbilt in his book (Al-Mumti® al-
Kabir f1 al-Tasrif). The research aims to analyze these views within their theoretical
and applied contexts, to clarify Sibawayh’s methodology in phonetic analysis, and
to explore Ibn ‘Asfur’s position toward them, including the epistemological and
methodological foundations that led him to revise or critique certain aspects. The
study also seeks to offer a comparative reading that contributes to the advancement
of Arabic phonetic studies and reaffirms the value of critical methodology in
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analyzing linguistic phenomena. The research adopts an analytical, descriptive, and
critical approac, combining historical documentation with phonetic analysis and
methodological comparison. It traces original texts and examines them through the
lens of phonetic reasoning, morphological structure, and contextual usage. The
findings reveal that Sibawayh laid the foundational principles of Arabic phonetic
theory by classifying sounds into primary and secondary categories, defining their
articulatory features based on oral transmission and linguistic intuition, and
establishing criteria rooted in eloquence and Qur’anic and poetic usage .Ibn ‘Asfir,
in turn, engaged with these views through a critical lens, adopting many of
Sibawayh’s classifications while diverging in key phonetic issues—such as the
analysis of certain morphological patterns like (fay'il), the interpretation of
phonological alternation in forms like (ja’a), and the treatment of glottal
substitution in (masa’ib). He also rejected the idea that the (niin) in (fa'lan) is a
substitute for the glottal stop in (fa‘la’), arguing that structural similarity does not
necessitate phonetic replacement .In his classification of intermediate sounds
between plosives and fricatives, Ibn “Asflir expanded the category to include glides
and vowels, contrary to Sibawayh, who excluded them due to their broad
articulatory range. Furthermore, Ibn ‘Asfir addressed non-standard phonetic
variants in detail, linking them to non-classical dialects, while Sibawayh merely
alluded to them without elaboration.The study concludes that Ibn ‘Asfur’s reading
of Sibawayh’s phonetic theory represents a significant development in Arabic
phonological methodology—shifting from description to critique, and from rule-
based codification to interpretive analysis. It underscores the importance of re-
examining classical phonetic heritage through a comparative scientific lens that
fosters a more precise and flexible understanding of sound phenomena in Arabic.
Keywords: Critical Study — Phonetic Opinions — Sibawayh — lbn Asfour — Al-
Mumti' al-Kabir
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