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Abstract
This research explores the concept of the "shade of meaning" (zill al-ma‘na) in the stylistic structure of the
Qur’anic discourse. It is a semantic dimension that goes beyond the literal, lexical meaning, delving into the
psychological, emotional, and aesthetic effects that Qur’anic words evoke in the listener or reader. The study
grounds this concept in the Islamic rhetorical and exegetical tradition, drawing from the insights of scholars such
as ‘Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani, Ibn ‘Ashir, and Sayyid Qutb.The research also examines the unique characteristics
of Qur’anic meaning—its comprehensiveness, its multi-layered nature, its accessibility to both general and
specialized audiences, and its dynamic relevance across time and place. It concludes that the "shade of meaning"
is a key element in understanding the inimitability of the Qur’an, enhancing its psychological and spiritual

impact, and that distinguishing between direct meaning and its aesthetic shade is essential for an objective and
disciplined interpretation of the Qur’anic text.
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