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The international system is undergoing profound
transformations as multipolarity gains momentum,
challenging Western economic hegemony. BRICS'
inclusion of Nigeria as a partner state exemplifies this shift,
recognizing Africa's evolving role from resource provider
to strategic actor in global economic governance. This study
examines the implications through three analytical lenses:
first, analyzing BRICS' strategic calculus in expanding
African representation; second, evaluating potential
economic benefits for Nigeria regarding investment flows
and global value chain integration; third, assessing broader
geopolitical consequences for great power competition
in Africa. As Africa's largest economy by GDP and a
major resource power, Nigeria offers BRICS significant
partnership potential. However, structural constraints -
including infrastructure deficits, governance challenges, and
institutional weaknesses - may limit anticipated dividends.
The accession represents Nigeria's strategic pivot toward
diversified economic alliances amid declining confidence
in traditional Western-led financial architectures.

The research highlights a critical juncture in
international political economy, where emerging economies
increasingly challenge established hierarchies. For African
states, BRICS expansion presents both opportunities for
developmental financing alternatives and risks of new
dependency relations. The findings contribute to ongoing
debates about post-Western global economic orders and
the agency of Global South nations in shaping multilateral
institutions.
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