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Abstract
Abii Nasr al-Qasim b. Muhammad al-Wasiti (d. 469 AH) occupies a noteworthy position in the linguistic
scholarship of the fifth century AH. While not as widely cited as the major authorities of Arabic grammar,
his works nonetheless reveal a distinctive engagement with phonological and morphological questions,
warranting critical reassessment.This study examines al-Wasiti’s approach to issues such as *imala* (vowel
tilting), lengthening and shortening, assimilation, and articulation, as well as his observations on
pluralization, diminutives, and *nisba* derivation. Although his analyses display a high degree of precision
and sensitivity to linguistic variation, they also raise questions about methodological consistency and
theoretical coherence when compared with the frameworks of leading grammarians like Sibawayh and Ibn
Jinni.By situating his views within broader scholarly debates, the paper highlights both the originality and
the limitations of al-Wasit1’s contribution. His legacy lies less in offering a systematic linguistic theory and

more in providing insightful, sometimes divergent, readings that enrich our understanding of the
development of phonological and morphological thought in Arabic.
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