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The "Lakwara" group's emergence in northwestern
Nigeria poses a critical security challenge to the
Federal Republic. Exploiting porous borders, the
group initially claimed to protect communities from
banditry but has since become a major destabilizing
force. Their activities—Xkillings, destruction, and land
grabs—have triggered mass displacement, cementing
Nigeria’s rank among Africa’s top ten most dangerous
nations on the Global Terrorism Index.

The group’s threat grew after Boko Haram’s
decline in Y+)V, with criminal gangs filling the
vacuum. Lakwara’s Y+ Y¢ terrorist designation stems
from attacks on civilians, military targets, and ties to
ISIS in the Sahel. Operating along the Niger-Nigeria
border (notably Sokoto, Zamfara, and Kebbi), they
exploit weak governance and poverty.

Despite military campaigns since Y1, purely
security approaches have failed. Lasting solutions
requireaddressingrootcauses: poverty, unemployment,
and judicial reforms. Community engagement is vital
to gather intelligence and isolate extremists. A dual
strategy—combining "soft" (development) and "hard"
(military) tactics—is essential to stabilize the region
and sever terrorist alliances.
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David Ehrhardt, David Oladimeji Alao, M. Sani Umar, Traditional Authority
and Security in

Contemporary Nigeria, (London: Routledge,2024), p.158.
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