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Somalia's liberation movements originated under
local leaders and tribal sheikhs, particularly in British-
controlled northern regions. Sheikh Mohammed
Abdullah Hassan emerged as a pivotal figure, founding
the Dervish movement in 1899. Initially peaceful, the
movement adopted armed resistance against British
and Italian colonizers in response to persecution,
uniting Somalis under Islamic principles of jihad
against oppression. Its 20-year anti-colonial struggle
inspired liberation movements across Africa.

Somalia achieved nominal independence in 1960
through the unification of British and Italian territories,
yet this remained incomplete with Djibouti under
French control and Ogaden occupied by Ethiopia.
Post-independence, liberation movements continued
addressing colonial legacies: political instability,
economic challenges, and fractured national unity.
These movements maintained deep ties to Somali
religious and cultural identity, employing both armed
resistance and political awakening campaigns.

The study analyzed Somalia's liberation through
two lenses: its strategic geographical position and the
historical evolution of resistance movements. Findings
confirmed that meaningful liberation required
sustained resistance against colonial powers violating
international norms, emphasizing how anti-colonial
struggles were intertwined with Somalia's territorial
significance in the Horn of Africa.
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