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Journalists' use of cybersecurity and its relationship to their career advancement
An applied study of a group of Iraqi journalists
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Abstract:
The research aims to examine the impact of employing cybersecurity practices on enhancing journalists’ career
advancement and to explain how adherence to digital security measures contributes to improving performance
efficiency, increasing promotion opportunities, and strengthening institutional recognition. The study also seeks
to identify the main obstacles that hinder the application of cybersecurity standards within media organizations
and to analyze the relationship between journalists’ academic qualifications and their level of employing these
skills in their professional environment. The research adopted the descriptive analytical method and relied on a
questionnaire as the main data collection tool, utilizing statistical analysis techniques via SPSS to interpret the
findings. The study concluded that employing cybersecurity practices has a statistically significant impact on
enhancing journalists’ professional progress. The results showed that commitment to security measures
contributes to improving professional reputation, expanding promotion prospects, and increasing institutional
trust. Additionally, the findings revealed that lack of training, insufficient organizational support, and the high
costs of digital tools are the main barriers to adopting these practices. The results also demonstrated that higher
academic qualifications are positively associated with increased utilization of cybersecurity, highlighting the

importance of investing in academic and professional development for journalistic staff.
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