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Moral Sentimentalism Theory in Hume>s

“A Treatise of Human Nature»

Asst. Prof. Zyaad Kamal Mustifa (PhD.)

Al-Mosul University/ College of Arts/Dept. of Philosophy

Abstract

Being affected by verbal discrimination more than by real underlying
differences, we are not trained to deal with the nature of human emotions.
This is the way Hume starts analyzing human nature. For him, it is not related
to a logical or mathematical conclusion of the emotions involved, rather, it is
an attempt to physically deconstruct the emotions or «emotional movement.
This is Humeys endeavor to lay down the foundations for an experimental
science of human nature, which is meant to confirm the significance of
creating a space for harmony among what are there at the core of human
subjective emotions. This goes in line with the idea that moral behavior is
seen as being built on a humanitarian and social principle which is based
the collective principle underlying the empathy process as a whole. Hence,
the theory of «sentiments» in Hume>s philosophy could account for the
psychological, social, and critical aspects of human nature on solid grounds
of skepticism. Yet, this theory persistently attempts to reconstruct its premises
on conciliatory foundations for experimental anthropological communication
as potentially indicated in his book “A Treatise of Human Nature» where his
treatises strongly highlight virtue and love, and reject evil and hate. Hume’s
philosophy is a philosophy of altruism or empathy that sets the stage for a
sequel entitled «The Bonds of Moral Sense.»

Keywords: experiment, sentiment, human nature, morals, empathy
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