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Thisstudy examinesthe geopolitical transformations
taking place in the region amid the decline of traditional
French hegemony and the rise of Russian and Chinese
influence. It explores the tools and strategies employed
by Moscow and Beijing to expand their presence and
assesses the political, economic, and security impacts
of this dual engagement on the region’s future and
stability.

The study highlights the growing Chinese role
in infrastructure, investment, and trade, particularly
within the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative,
in contrast to Russia’s focus on military and diplomatic
dimensions. It argues that West Africa has become a
central point of geopolitical competition among major
powers, presenting both challenges and opportunities
for African states.

The study aims to explore pathways for enhancing
the strategic autonomy of these countries and
maximizing the benefits of international competition—
while avoiding dependency traps or allowing the
continent to become a battleground for rivalries that
do not serve the national interests.
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