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The Jurisprudential Restriction of Freedom of Expression in Islamic Societies:
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Abstract
This study addresses the issue of freedom of expression in Islamic societies from a jurisprudential and
contemporary maqasid-based perspective, in light of the unprecedented expansion of digital media and the
growing phenomenon of unregulated speech that threatens societal security and national unity. The research aims
to clarify the Islamic legal framework for restricting freedom of expression when overriding public interests or
confirmed harms are at stake. It begins by establishing the Islamic concept of freedom of expression and
comparing it with its Western counterpart, followed by a presentation of the primary Shari'ah-based rules
governing expression. The study also explores several contemporary media-related cases, such as blasphemy
against religious symbols, sectarian incitement, and manipulation of religious discourse on social platforms.
Adopting an analytical, comparative, and doctrinal methodology, the study analyzes real-world examples in light
of Islamic legal and maqasidic principles. The findings demonstrate that while freedom of expression is a
legitimate right in Islam, it is not absolute, but is conditioned by outcomes, subject to legal constraints, and
regulated by competent religious or political authorities.Keywords: Freedom of expression, Islamic legal

restrictions, Shari'ah objectives, media-related cases, outcomes-based jurisprudence, Islamic political theory,
digital media, blasphemy.
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