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Symbol and icon of the body in Iraqi culture
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Abstract of the research:

The nature of the symbol and its proximity to elements closer to its nature charged with meanings, such as

character and image, simile and metaphor, all of which carry actions that touch the emotional experience or

artistic vision. The symbol also contributes to shaping the intended meaning, and it may be a word, phrase,

character, or place name, as it includes a set of meanings, one of which is direct and apparent, and the other is

hidden and linked to the intended meaning.The symbol also accompanies the body icon through the image that

constitutes a major phase of the individual's stages and psychological formation and the construction of his

personality culturally and socially, despite the existence of a problem in the symbol of the body icon culturally.

The body icon is used in Iraqi culture as a means of conveying values and messages, because it reflects the body

in indigenous cultures, personal identity and true belonging. As for the artistic icon, the body is used as an

artistic canvas to express ideas and feelings. This can be seen in performance art or dance, where the body turns

into an artistic means that expresses deep messages. In modern societies, the body icon has become a means of

expressing the symbol of belonging to certain fashions, for example, using the body as a means to highlight

fashions or decorations such as jewelry and tattoos that symbolize a certain fashion. The research consisted of
an introduction that addressed the purpose of the symbol in its discourse to the body and to raise questions, to
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find answers to them, to express the vision of the body through the icon of discourse. The symbol also depicts
many gestures that constitute a symbolic phenomenon in body language, in addition to the fact that the symbol
in the body icon shifts to the psychological aspect, represented by the image of psychological life and linked to
the cultural aspect. Then the research problem was stated, as the researcher emphasized the question of the
problem: Does the symbol in the body icon depend on cultural discourse? Does this discourse move the body
from the crisis towards the solution? Also, defining the importance of the research and its most important
objectives, in addition to defining the terms. Then the researcher discussed the theoretical framework through
(the concept of symbol) which was divided into the symbol in language and the symbol in the body, and also
the symbol in Iraqi culture. Then the researcher discussed (the concept of icon) which was divided into the icon
of the body, and also the icon in Iraqi culture, in addition to the symbol in the icon. The researcher then came
up with a set of results and proposals. Finally, the research sources were fixed. Keywords: (Symbol - Icon -
Body - Iraqi Culture).
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29 GROUPE (u): Traité de signe visuel, pour une rhétorique de I’image, Seuil, Paris, 1992.
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