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Belief Fundamentals between Theologians & Philosophers

Asst. Lect. Akeel Hussein Hamza

Abstract

The concept of ‘the belief fundamental’ is characterized in general
by the advantage of being shared among a number of sciences, including
theology and philosophy; the former is closely connected with this concept.
The dictionary meaning of the word ‘fundamental’ impacts the way it is
perceived, as its meaning indicates that the origin of anything is the base on
which further layers can be built; from this meaning the concept’s meaning
is derived terminologically. Thus, this concept takes various meanings due to
the varieties of sciences. Scholars of Art have introduced many definitions of
this concept, yet, the denominator among all their definitions is that it refers
to the host of laws to which the theologian resorts to defend his opinions and
beliefs. Moreover, Mutazilis (a theological sect) borrowed and benefited from
the Greek sciences such as logic and philosophy to overcome their opponents;
then, theologians started to blend into philosophy, and they set up some of the
philosophical rules which, later, were promoted by the philosopher Avicenna
and refined by the philosopher Nasir al-Din al-Tusi. Although some leading
Islamic scholars, such as Al-Razi, have addressed philosophy and responded
to the views of the Sheikh of philosophers Avicenna, Nasir al-Din al-Tusi
was forced to react and put the philosophy back on track, setting up its pillars,
writing his book ‘The Abstraction of Belief” which became the road map of
philosophy that has blended with theology blended speech, and wearing the
philosophical outfit of his time.

Keywords: Avicenna, belief fundamental, theology, philosophy, Mutazili
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