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Abstract

The research aims to identify the effectiveness of an educational program based on directed
activities in developing social interaction skills among children with autism spectrum disorder.
The research relied on the experimental approach by selecting a sample consisting of (12)
children with autism spectrum disorder, (10) males and (2) females. They were divided into two
groups, one experimental and the other control, with (6) children in each group. Their
equivalence was verified in a number of variables, namely: age, height, weight, intelligence,
father’s education, mother’s education, Pretest of Social Interaction Skills. The Social Interaction
Skills Scale, developed by Scott Bellini (2006), was used in the study after verifying its validity
and reliability. The researchers prepared an educational program based on directed activities that
included (36) sessions. The data were processed using the Mann-Whitney test, Chi-square,
Gutman equation, and Pearson correlation coefficient. The results showed a statistically
significant difference between the average ranks of the experimental group's scores and the
average ranks of the control group's scores in social interaction skills. The difference was in
favor of the experimental group, demonstrating the effectiveness of the implemented program. In
light of the results, a set of recommendations and proposals were presented.
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