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ABSTRACT

This study examines the integration of psychoanalytic
criticism and archetypal theory in the analysis of literary
texts, highlighting how these two critical approaches can
offer a deeper understanding of literary works by
investigating the psychological structures of characters and
the recurring symbolic patterns in literature.

Psychoanalytic criticism, rooted in the theories of Sigmund
Freud and Carl Jung, aims to uncover the unconscious factors
that influence both the author and the fictional characters. In
contrast, archetypal theory focuses on universally recurring
symbols—such as the Hero, the Shadow, and the Protective
Mother—that reflect dimensions of the collective
unconscious shared across cultures and epochs

Both approaches face methodological and epistemological
challenges, including issues of scientific validity and cultural
specificity.

These concerns have led researchers to reevaluate the
relevance and applicability of these theories in light of
contemporary developments in neuroscience, artificial
intelligence, and intercultural literary criticism.

The study demonstrates how psychoanalytic criticism can be
fruitfully combined with other critical approaches, such as
cultural criticism and semiotics, in order to enhance the
analytical depth and interpretive accuracy of literary analysis.
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