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Abstract:
The study offers a critical reading of Ghassan Kanafani’s novel Men
in the Sun, employing the approach of critiquing implicit cultural
patterns to deconstruct representations of the defeated intellectual
and betrayal as a symbolic structure in the post-Nakba Arab dis—
course. The research focuses on the character of “Abu al-Khaizaran”
as a model of the defeated intellectual who transforms from a voice
of resistance into a mediator of defeat, embodying the intellectual’s
inability to act and their complicity in the structure of symbolic
oppression. It also analyzes betrayal not as an individual act but as
a cultural and political structure reproduced through silence, sub—
mission, and collective complicity, symbolized by the “tank" as a
space of both symbolic and physical death.
Drawing on Michel Foucault’s concepts of power and discourse,
Edward Said’s views on the intellectual, and Abdullah Al-Ghad-
hami’s eritique of cultural patterns, the study reveals how the lit-
erary text produces a counter—discourse that exposes the bureau-
cratic and patriarchal Arab systems. The novel, according to the
study, does not offer a salvific alternative but compels the reader
to confront open-ended questions about responsibility, silence,
and defeat. The study concludes by calling for a redefinition of the
Arab intellectual’s role as a critical, resistant actor, emphasizing the
importance of reading Palestinian resistance literature as a decon-
struction of the Arab self, not merely as opposition to occupation,
key words - Defeated Intellectual, Betrayval, Cultural Patterns, Men in the
sun, Abu al-Khaizaran, Ghassan Kanafiond.
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