
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
majeedh.alhadrawi@uokufa.edu.iq 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The political role of Sayyid Ali al-Sistani in Iraq after 2003 
 

Prof. Dr. 
Majeed Hameed Al-Hadrawi 
University of Kufa - Faculty of Arts 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

ISSN 1997-6208 Print 
ISSN 2664 - 4355 Online 

 

The Islamic University College Journal 
No. 84 : Part 1 

August 2025 A.D  Rabii1 1447 A.H 

 

  

 













 










 









 












 
 

  

  Abstract:- 
His intervention in political affairs raised a 

lot of controversy, some opposed his intervention 
and promised to involve religion in politics, and 
others saw in his Iranian origins what prevents his 
interference in Iraqi political affairs, while others 
supported his intervention and justified that the 
man chose to reside and live in Iraq since 1951 and 
took the city of Najaf as his residence and that he 
was closely acquainted with the conditions of Iraq 
and its problems and saw many intellectual, 
political and social differences, He witnessed the 
persecution suffered by the majority of the Iraqi 
people in its various components during the Baath 
era (1968-2003). 

 The man remained silent and the impact of 
retiring from interfering in political affairs under 
the regime of Saddam Hussein (1979-2003), and 
after the occupation of Iraq by the United States 
on April 9, 2003, Sistani began to interfere in 
political affairs, especially after the country's 
affairs took to the direction of chaos, the collapse 
of security, the destruction of state institutions, 
the cessation of services and the spread of 
uncontrolled weapons , and people's lives were 
lost in light of the disintegration of security.

 It seems that he enjoyed the confidence 
and popular support and the majority of people 
were waiting for him to take a decisive position 
on the developments of the political process and 
its developments and express his opinion on 
important issues: such as the position on the 
occupation, the law of state administration, the 
constitution, elections, the relationship between 
religion and the state, the unity of Iraq, sectarian 
unrest, poor services, corruption, demonstrations, 
this study tries to stand on Sistani's positions on 
these events and important issues. 

The man claims that he does not want to 
interfere in political affairs except to the extent of 
extreme necessity and he refuses to be an 
alternative and leader in political matters, and 
does not want himself to lead the people in his 
political affairs, and that this matter is the 
people's choice and decision and he respects and 
defends him and calls for protection for him, this  
study tries to clarify the extent of the truth of this 
claim and what is the purpose of the man from 
locking his door in the face of senior officials  in 
the state and refusing to receive them for years 
until today? Then clarify his position on Use of 
violence against demonstrators.
Keywords: Political role, Sistani, Iraq, political 
process.  
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