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Abstract:

The atrocities perpetrated by German colonial forces against the
Herero and Nama peoples in Namibia—then known as German
South West Africa—between 1904 and 1908 constitute one of the
earliest cases of genocide in the twentieth century. Approximate—
ly 80% of the Herero population and over half of the Nama were
systematically exterminated These crimes were marked by the
deliberate use of concentration camps as instruments of annihila-
tion and were ideologically underpinned by racial science, which
served to legitimize mass killings, The German colonial response,
led by the Schutztruppe (Protection Force), to the uprisings of the
Herero in 1904 and the Nama in 1905, was extraordinarily violent
and repressive— matching, and in some respects surpassing, the
brutality of other contemporary colonial regimes. The scale and
intentionality of the extermination efforts underscore the geno-
cidal nature of the campaign, Although colonialism and Nazism
are not causally identical phenomena, both systems were rooted in
a shared ideological matrix grounded in pseudo—scientific racism
and a fundamental devaluation of non-European human life. This
historical case illustrates how ideology can transform imperial am-

bitions into mechanisms of systematic extermination.

Keywords: German colonialism, Namibia, Herero,
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