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Abstract;
The text views religion as a symbolic foundation shaping collective
consciousness and structuring human-world relations. Yet, it
also links religion to the formation of law and its interaction with
historical reality. When context is mistaken for the absolute,
historical critique becomes essential Here, the theory of Prophetic
ijtihad arises, reflecting the tension between text and context. The
Prophet’s decisions—contextual, termporal, and socio—poelitical —
demonstrated that engaging reality is not a break from revelation
but a mode of its expression, This insight allowed jurists to
distingnish between immutable revelation and temporal rulings,
Thus, Prophetic ijtihad is not an anomaly but a hermeneutic
structure shaped by reality. The question is not merely whether the
Prophet exercised ijtihad, but how jurists understood and located
themselves within this dynamiec. Reality compelled jurisprudence
to evolve, Hence, this theory serves as a key to grasping the historical
formation of Islamic legal thought.
Keywords: Prophetic ijtihad, historicity of the Sunnah. reality and
its implications, management, guardianship
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