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Abstract

This study examines the problematic prohibition of naming Imam Mahdi
(may God hasten his reappearance) in Shiite narratives. The prohibition
contained in some texts against mentioning his name conflicts with other
narratives that explicitly state his name (Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-
Askari). The study aims to analyze this contradiction using a critical
approach, reviewing the various jurisprudential opinions (such as absolute
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prohibition, restriction to the time of fear, or limitation to the Minor
Occultation) and evaluating their evidence. The study also examines
Sayyid Muhammad al-Sadr's (may God sanctify his soul) thesis on "the
hiddenness of the title,” which proposes a compromise solution by
distinguishing between the hidden real name and the pseudonym
announced during the Greater Occultation. The study concludes that the
prohibition of naming is linked to historical contexts (such as protection
from Abbasid persecution), but it also carries doctrinal dimensions related
to the mystery of the Occultation. While the proposal for "the hiddenness
of the title" is an innovative proposal for unifying the narratives, it requires
further textual support

. Keywords: Imam Mahdi (may God hasten his reappearance) - the
prohibition of naming - the hiddenness of the title - conflicting narratives -
Sayyid Muhammad al-Sadr
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