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Abstract :

The Yemeni civil war between 1962 and 1967 represents an expressive model of
the overlap of regional and international dimensions in the internal conflicts of devel-
oping countries in the post-colonial era. This war revealed the extent of competition
between the major powers, as the Soviet Union sought to exploit the Yemeni republican
revolution as an opportunity to strengthen its presence in the Arabian Peninsula and
oppose the Western influence rooted there for decades. The Soviet position at the be-
ginning of the crisis was characterized by enthusiasm to support the republican regime,
especially through Egypt, which was Moscow's most important regional partner at that
time. As the conflict developed, Moscow moved towards more cautious and pragmatic
policies, taking into account the complexities of the Yemeni situation, the nature of the
conflicting forces, and the necessity of not exhausting its allies in side confrontations at
the expense of more important regional issues such as the Arab-Israeli conflict. Accord-
ingly, the Soviet position in Yemen was not governed only by the ideological dimension
or the desire to support national liberation movements, but was the product of precise
calculations that combined political geography, military balances, and international
competition. This marked the beginning of a new era of Soviet presence in the Gulf and
Red Sea region, with relations later extending to South Yemen and a number of other
countries in the region. This makes this phase of Yemeni and Soviet history a key mile-
stone for understanding the dynamics of the Cold War in the Arab world.

Keywords: Yemen, Soviet Union, Yemeni Civil War.
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