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“The Auckland Affair and Its Impact
on French-New Zealand Relations™
By : Prof. Kareem Ajeel al-Zamili, Ph.D.

Iragi University, College of Arts, History Department

kareem.a.falh@aliragia.edu.iq
Abstract :

The study of the history of international relations has garnered significant interest among researchers, particularly concerning
the relations of major powers, most notably France, due to its role in various political, military, economic, and social developments
witnessed by the modern and contemporary world.

France possessed military and technological capabilities that positioned it as a leading global power, bolstered by its colonial
possessions and interests across different regions of the world. Conversely, New Zealand maintained distinctive relations with cer-
tain global powers due to its status as a member of the Commonwealth and its geographic location overlooking the Pacific Ocean.
However, the arms race between the major powers in both the capitalist and communist blocs, and their pursuit of weapons of mass
destruction, had an impact on New Zealand’s political developments, particularly its stance on the nuclear tests conducted by France
in certain islands in the Pacific Ocean. New Zealand's ports often served as rest stops for military ships and vessels.

In light of the research titled “The Auckland Affair and Its Impact on French-New Zealand Relations”, it can be said that New
Zealand, due to its Pacific location and the evolution of its political system, witnessed a strong opposition movement to the prolif-
eration of weapons of mass destruction. This context gave rise to the activities of Greenpeace, which used New Zealand as a base
for its environmental campaigns. The organization targeted French nuclear tests to limit their nuclear activity amid the global race
for nuclear weapons. France perceived this as a direct challenge to its armament efforts, influenced by both internal and external
political factors, including pressure from the Soviet Union.

In light of these developments, France devised a secret plan to dismantle Greenpeace's operations by targeting its fleet docked
at Auckland port. However, the exposure of the perpetrators of the bombing had repercussions on French-New Zealand relations.
Despite the generally positive political and economic ties between the two countries, New Zealand approached the incident with
great caution. Its response evolved in three stages:

First stage: The bombing was considered an act of sabotage, a purely criminal matter rather than an act of terrorism.

Second stage: As evidence emerged linking the bombing to a state actor, the president described it as a “dirty act of state-spon-
sored international terrorism.”

Third stage: Upon confirming France's involvement, the New Zealand government ceased referring to the incident as “terror-
ism,” instead labeling it a criminal attack that constituted a violation of international law and state responsibility .

Auckland, French, New Zealand, Mitterrand , Greenpeace
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