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The Political Implications of Economic Measures
in the Mamluk Era: Al-Rawk al-Hisami as a Case Study
A.M. Duha Hadi Mousa AL-Sarray

duha.h@ircoedu.uobaghdad.edu.iq
Abstract :

The Mamluk era lasted for 275 years, representing a significant historical period. Despite
the political instability that characterized parts of it, this era remains one of the most re-
markable and unique periods in Islamic history, having achieved a level of success unmatched
in the annals of governance. The Mamluk Sultanate was notably ruled by individuals who, in
most cases, did not share a common lineage—indeed, many of them did not even come from
free backgrounds. Rather, they arrived in Egypt as slaves and gradually ascended through the
military and administrative ranks until some attained the highest position of Sultan.

Such is the case of Sultan Husam al-Din Lajin (696-698 AH / 1296-1299 CE), whose reign,
though brief—lasting approximately two years—was marked by significant administrative un-
dertakings, most notably the Rukn al-Husami (Husami Land Survey). This survey serves as a
prime example of an economic measure with considerable political implications during the
Mamluk era. This research explores the political impact of the Husami Rukn as a model of how
economic organization could influence political structures .

The study is divided into several sections: the first addresses the concept of the Husami
Rukn; the second focuses on the economic policies and reforms introduced by Sultan Lajin;
and the third analyzes the political consequences of these measures. The main body of the
research is preceded by an academic introduction and followed by a conclusion and a com-
prehensive list of sources and references.

Keywords: Al-Ruk, Mamluks, Lajin, Al-Husami, Mankutmar.
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