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The intellectual transformation
of prince Shakib Arslan from Ottomanism to Arabism
Nagham Khaleel Ibrahim Alwan
Al-iragia University / College of Education
nagham.k.ibrahim@aliragia.edu.iq
Abstract:

Shakib Arslan was one of the most prominent Arab intellectuals in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries. Known as the “Prince of Eloquence” (Amir al-Bayan) for his
rhetorical brilliance and compelling arguments, he dedicated himself to defending
the causes of the Islamic and Arab world. Raised in an intellectual environment, he was
deeply influenced by the political and ideological currents sweeping the Muslim and
Arab regions, particularly amid rising colonialism and the fall of many Islamic lands
under European domination. Arslan adopted a unique stance, balancing his defense of
the Ottoman Empire—which he saw as a symbol of Arab unity—with his advocacy for
Arab nationalism. He viewed Arab nationalism not as contradictory to loyalty to the
Ottoman Caliphate but as part of a broader reformist project aimed at reviving the
Muslim Ummah and rescuing it from subjugation and fragmentation.

Keywords: Shakib Arslan, Ottoman Empire, Committee of Union and Progress,
Arab nationalism, Arab unity.
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