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Women writers in the Islamic era: A Study of

Cultural and Social Roles
First researcher: Dr. Kli Hussein Muhammad
University of Duhok / College of Basic Education
The second researcher: Dr. Samira Hussein Babir
General Directorate of Education of Duhok

Abstract:

This study examines the phenomenon of female scribes (al-katibat)
in the Islamic era through a comprehensive analytical historical approach,
investigating various heritage sources to reveal the cultural and social
roles played by educated women in Islamic civilization.

The findings demonstrate that female scribes emerged prominently
during the Abbasid era, with their status evolving over subsequent
centuries to encompass diverse roles in calligraphy and writing,
manuscript copying and scholarly transmission, administrative positions,
education and preaching. The study successfully documented the names
and biographies of twenty-three female scribes from various Islamic
regions, spanning from Baghdad to Andalusia and Mecca.

These scribes distinguished themselves through mastery of
calligraphy, particularly the renowned Ibn al-Bawwab method, and
received significant financial and social recognition for their skills. They
played crucial roles in preserving and transmitting Islamic heritage
through manuscript copying and scholarly narration. Despite facing social
challenges, they achieved prestigious positions and contributed
effectively to the intellectual and cultural life of their era.

The study reveals the comprehensive nature of their contributions
and challenges stereotypical perceptions about women's limited roles in
Islamic civilization, demonstrating their vital participation in preserving
knowledge and cultural transmission across the Islamic world from the 4
to 9" centuries AH.

Keywords: Female scribes, Islamic era, Calligraphy, Islamic heritage,

Women in Islamic history, Manuscript copying and transmission, Islamic
civilization, Education, Cultural roles, Ibn al-Bawwab.
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