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A New Reading of Islamic Military Architecture in Iraq:
Al-Ukhaider Fortress as a Model

Dr. Farouq Muhammed Ali
University of Baghdad/ College of Arts
Abstract:

Al-Ukhaidir Fort is considered one of the most important, if not the
most important <landmarks of Arab-Islamic architecture <not only
because it dates to an early period in the history of Arab Islamic
architecture, but also because it included highly developed defensive
elements in the field of military architecture. The vertical loopholes that
were opened in the wall and towers of the main wall, this fort were
distributed in a precise geometric manner that ensured a viewing angle of
(360) degrees «which ensured complete protection for the fort from all
sides, in addition to the strength of the wall, its massiveness and its
towering height «<which makes attempting to climb it a difficult matter.

Many previous studies have examined this fort, some of which have
elaborated on its defensive elements. However, these studies have not
focused on a planning aspect that we believe is a pivotal part of the fort's
design. By this, we mean the inner courtyard enclosed between the main
wall and the wall isolating the fort's facilities. Its area constitutes
approximately 72% of the total area. Therefore, we decided to study this
planning aspect and attempt to demonstrate its importance and the
purposes that led to its being such a large area in the fort's planning.

Keywords: Military architecture, Al-Ukhaidir Fort, main wall, inner
courtyard, military operations management, and supply courtyard.
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