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The Relationship of the Banu Mazid with the Seljuks in
Baghdad (447-545 AH / 1055-1150 AD)

Dr. Alaa Hamid Ahmed
General Directorate of Education, Baghdad / Al-Karkh 1
Abstract:

This study examines the relationship between the Banu Mazid
princes of Hillah and the Seljuk sultans in Baghdad. The political and
military relations between the Banu Mazid princes and the Seljuk sultans
varied, based on the exchange of political benefits and interests. On this
basis, this relationship was sometimes characterized by calm and peace,
based on the conclusion of treaties and covenants between the two
parties. At other times, this relationship was marred by tension, which
sometimes led to military clashes between the two parties, depending on
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the political interests of both parties. After the Seljuk sultans took control
of Baghdad, they retained the Banu Mazid princes in Hillah and granted
them recognition of their rule over the country. The reasons for this were
that the Banu Mazid were the only force capable of confronting the
attacks of the Arab tribes, especially after the decline of the Ugaylin
power. The Banu Mazid princes, who aspired to expand their influence
and possessions at the expense of neighboring countries, were keen to
incite strife and conflict among the Seljuk sultans, thus engulfing the
country in chaos. They exploited these conflicts to realize their

expansionist dreams, far from the sultans' sight.

Keywords: Banu, Seljuks, Mazid, their relationship.
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