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Ottoman support for naval jihad
in the Maghreb states 1730-1830
Dr. Khalid Jamal Karim Abbas Al-Rawer , M.M. Riyam Ahmed Abdul Mohammed Al-Zubaidi
University of Baghdad / Ibn Rushed College of Education for Humanities
Abstract:

During its rule over the Maghreb states, the Ottoman Empire adopted a strategy
based on its role in promoting maritime jihad against the ships of European countries
that refused to pay tribute in exchange for the entry of their trade into Ottoman ports.
The Ottoman Empire used the Maghreb maritime jihad as a pretext to activate its mil-
itary aspect, with the aim of strengthening its role in confronting the European coun-
tries that declared war against it. Therefore, the Maghreb maritime jihad contributed
to putting an end to European colonial expansion and their attempts to extend their
religious and economic goals, through those countries’ control over Islamic ports and
cities, in addition to obstructing European maritime trade in the Mediterranean. There-
fore, the Ottoman Empire, in return, committed to supporting the Maghreb states with
all naval and military means and capabilities, with the aim of ensuring the protection of
its sovereignty and deterring European expansion.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, naval jihad, Maghreb states, European countries, Med-
iterranean Sea
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