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The Nuclear Arms Race Between India and Pakistan
and the Arab Position on It (1948-2000)
M.D. Ammar Rsheed Jabouri
Ministry of Education - General Directorate of Education, Baghdad, Al-Rusafa Al-Oula
Email: ammarrj1972@gmail.com

Abstract :

The possession of nuclear weapons by India, and subsequently by Pakistan, was a significant political and military event not only
on the regional level between the two countries, but also globally—especially since nuclear weapons had been limited to the major
powers, the permanent members of the United Nations Security Council. Among those countries, the existence of nuclear weapons
created a state of balance between international powers, maintained through global understandings and strategic equilibrium.

Given that both India and Pakistan are considered part of the Third World, their acquisition of nuclear weapons posed a seri-
ous challenge to the First World. Furthermore, the fact that the two countries have long-standing disputes—particularly over the
Kashmir region, with each claiming rightful ownership—led to several wars and military skirmishes, creating a persistent threat in
the region.

Israel supported India in the development of its nuclear capabilities, resulting in a nuclear and military alliance between the
two. This prompted Pakistan to seek financial and strategic backing to produce a weapon it viewed as a deterrent to India. Pakistan
turned to its Islamic depth for support, especially since Israel's backing of India's nuclear ambition was believed to serve strategic and
expansionist goals—possibly at the expense of Muslim and Arab nations. As a result, an Arab-Pakistani alliance emerged in response
to the Indo-Israeli nuclear alliance, placing the Arab world in a potential confrontation with both India and Israel—one that could
escalate to a nuclear level, thereby threatening Arab and regional security.

This study addresses the nuclear arms race between India and Pakistan and the Arab stance on it, beginning with the outbreak
of conflict between the two countries in 1948 and covering the progression of their nuclear arms race up to the year 2000, when the
race reached its peak. This escalation raised global concerns, particularly among Arab countries, which had consistently supported
Pakistan's nuclear program. This support positioned the Arab states in direct opposition to the Indo-Israeli nuclear alliance.

Key words: Indian, Pakistani, Nuclear Armament, Arab, (Israel).
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