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Abstract:
The dowry is the cornerstone and one of the most important aspects
of marriage in pre—Islamic Arab society, and even in later historical
eras, up to the present day.
The dowry, known as the “sadaq” among pre-Islamic Arabs, was
the most important pillar of marriage. Failure to pay it could lead
to a social violation of the prevailing social norms at the time. At the
same time, it was considered a guarantee of a woman’s right to a
dignified family life, and a safeguard for her honor and status in so-
ciety, Because of the importance of the dowry, God Almighty made
it obligatory in the Holy Quran, and it became mandatory in later
Islamic eras,
In this brief research. we will attempt to explain the meaning and
importance of the dowry, as well as the choice ol a wife and the types
of dowries that were prevalent in Arab society before Islam, We will
conclude the research with the types of marriage that are not valid
without a dowry, and the other types that were prevalent without it.
Keywords: dowry, marriage, bride price, customs, women,
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