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The Mongol invasion of the Islamic world through the book
"The Beginning and the End" by Ibn Kathir (d. 774 AH)

Assistant Professor Researcher Atyaf Rafat Akram

Researchers & Islamic Studies Center ( MABDAA )
Abstract :

The Mongol invasion of the Islamic world in the seventh century AH is considered one of the
bloodiest and most influential chapters in Islamic history, leaving profound cultural, religious, and po-
litical impacts. The great historian Ibn Kathir al-Dimashqi (d. 774 AH) documented the details of this
invasion in his famous book, “Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah," providing important historical testimony and
an analytical perspective on those events. In the seventh century AH, the Islamic world witnessed one
of the greatest historical catastrophes when the Mongol hordes swept across the Islamic kingdoms
east and west, destroying cities, toppling states, and shedding blood, in a bloody scene unparalleled
in history. The fall of Baghdad in 656 AH/1258 AD at the hands of Hulagu was the most prominent
of these events and effectively marked the end of the Abbasid era in Baghdad. In this turbulent con-
text, the importance of the descriptions and analysis recorded by Muslim historians of that tragedy
emerged. The historian Ibn Kathir al-Dimashqi (d. 774 AH) is considered one of the most prominent
scholars who addressed that era in his famous book, “Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah." It is a historical en-
cyclopedia that will benefit students of knowledge at all times, as it includes a history of the Islamic
world, beginning with the history of humanity since the 12th century. The creation of Adam, peace be
upon him, and the end of his era, specifically until the year 768 AH /1366 AD.

Keywords: Mongols, Ibn Kathir, The Beginning and the End.
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