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Abstract

This study addresses the legal balance between freedom of expression and hate
speech within the framework of the European Convention on Human Rights, with
a focus on the jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights. The
research reviews the definition of hate speech and its causes of spread, then
outlines the international and European legal bases that determine ways to restrict
it, particularly through Article 10 of the European Convention. It also examines
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the Court’s criteria for distinguishing between lawful expression and prohibited
hate speech, highlighting key rulings that have established precise supervisory
principles balancing freedom of expression with protecting society from harm.
The study concludes that the European Court relies on evaluating the content of
the speech, the intent of the speaker, and the impact on the audience to decide
whether the expression deserves legal protection or should be restricted. The
research emphasizes the importance of this balance in safeguarding democracy
and human rights, alongside the need for judicial jurisprudence to keep pace with
modern challenges, especially amid the growth of digital communication
platforms. It also recommends strengthening the European legal framework and
national legislations to combat hate speech while ensuring respect for freedom of
expression through developing preventive and educational mechanisms in
addition to effective legal oversight.

Keywords: Freedom of Expression, Hate Speech, European Convention on
Human Rights, European Court of Human Rights, Legal Balance, Restrictions on
Freedom of Expression, Protection of Human Rights, European Jurisprudence,
Digital Hate Speech.
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