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Abstract:

This study offers a theoretical study of the restoration of heritage
buildings in Iraq. It reviews the basic concepts of restoration and its
historical development, and analyzes the Iraqi reality in terms of the
efforts made and the challenges facing it. Ultimately, the study aims to
highlight the importance of developing sustainable and effective
strategies that ensure the preservation of Iraqi heritage for future
generations.

Based on the above, our study consists of two sections. The first
section defines the concept of restoration and its types, highlighting the
differences between restoration, renovation, and reconstruction. It also
reviews the development of restoration theories over the ages, from
traditional methods to contemporary principles governing the
preservation of the archaeological and cultural character of buildings. The
second section focuses on the reality of building restoration in Iraq,
highlighting local and international efforts to save this heritage, such as
restoration projects led by Iraqi and international institutions. The study
also discusses the main challenges hindering restoration strategies,
including deteriorating security, a lack of specialized skills, and weak
funding, as well as the impact of armed conflict and terrorism on
archaeological sites.

Keywords: heritage, restoration, heritage restoration, Iraqi heritage,
restoration challenges.
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