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The economy of Andalusia during the era of the Umayyad
Caliphs (139 AH - 422 AH - 756-1031 AD)

Ahmed Mahmoud Fadel
General Directorate of Salah al-Din Education
Abstract:

This research explores the development of the Andalusian economy
during the reign of the Umayyad Caliphs, from 139-422 AH/756 AD to
1031 AD, by examining the economic structure, factors of prosperity, and
challenges faced by the Umayyad state in Andalusia. The research begins
by analyzing the economic structure built on agriculture, irrigation, crafts,
and internal trade during the first period (139-236 AH/756-850 AD), as
these pillars were the foundation for sustainable economic growth. The
research then examines the factors that led to economic prosperity
between 236-339 AH/850 and 950 AD, highlighting the role of
geographical location, effective economic policy, and security and
administrative stability in supporting economic and commercial activity.
In the final phase (339-422 AH/950-1031 AD), the study examines the
challenges the economy faced, including climate fluctuations, political
tensions, and internal wars, as well as social disparities and an unequal
distribution of wealth, which led to economic decline and the collapse of
political unity. The study presents conclusions that emphasize the
importance of political and social stability and wise economic policies in
achieving economic development and explains how multidimensional
crises affect the course of a state's development. This study is considered
an important contribution to understanding the economic transformations
in Umayyad Andalusia and the reasons for its decline, paving the way for
comparative studies with other Islamic and European economies of the
same period.

Keywords: Andalusian economy, Umayyad state in Andalusia,
agriculture and irrigation, crafts.
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