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Political ambition and its influence on the method of
choosing the position of caliph under Buyid and Seljuk
influence (329-487 AH / 940-1094 AD)
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Dr. Juma Abdullah Yassin

Kirkuk University /College of Education for Human Sciences
Abstract:

Anyone who follows the history of the Abbasid state sees many
events and contradictions in it. The Abbasid state< which is considered
the longest Islamic caliphate in history¢ went through golden stages in
which its capital¢ Baghdad¢< flourished and the economic situation
revived. It also went through stages of weakness« ignorance spread¢ chaos
prevailed¢« and the caliphs lost their power and centrality in decision-
making due to the entry of the non-Arab element aspiring to reach power.
Therefore« the research in our hands shows the reality of political
ambition. And the ambitions that accompanied the Abbasid state since its
inception¢« whether of the princes of the Abbasid house who tried hard to
reach power in various ways and methods¢ or of the Alawids¢ their
cousins¢ who believe that they have the right to succeed the Muslims and
that they are more deserving of the Abbasids in ruling the Islamic world.
The matter did not stop there¢ but rather the non-Arab element
represented by the Buyids and Seljuks Those who controlled and
dominated the capabilities of the Caliphate at one time also had ambitions
to seize the throne of the Islamic world« but when they saw no alternative
to keeping it in the core of the Abbasids¢ then they tried to impose their
control on the caliphs themselves by bringing in someone who would
meet their ambitions. The Abbasid Caliph¢ despite the stages of weakness
he went through« did not lose his sanctity in the Islamic world¢ and his
symbolism remained present in the souls¢ and this is exactly what
perceived by the foreign element¢ For this reason¢ access to the throne of
the Islamic world did not pass without their complete conviction in the
person who would rule< and among the methods that the Buyids and
Seljuks used to control who sat on the seat of the caliphate were:
isolation¢ oppression¢ seizure« political marriage« and other methods that
paved the way for maintaining the position of the caliphate within the
Abbasid house.

Keywords: Ambition, Abbasid, rule, roads, caliphate, position, Buyids,
Seljuks.
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