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Abstract:

This research aims to study and analyze the public policy of the
Ikhshidid State in Egypt and the Levant during the period (323-358 AH /
935-969 AD). This research examines the complex relationship between
the personality of the ruler and the structure of the state, considering the
profound political transformations and intertwined internal and external
challenges that this era witnessed. The Ikhshidid State represents a unique
model in medieval Islamic history, combining actual administrative and
political independence on the one hand, and maintaining symbolic
subordination to the Abbasid Caliphate on the other. This highlights the
resilience of the Islamic political system in the face of the collapse of the
center and the dominance of the peripheries. The study examines the
personality of Muhammad ibn Tughj al-Ikhshid, the founder of the
Ikhshidid dynasty. It explores his military and administrative upbringing,
his political rise amidst the chaos that prevailed in Egypt and the Levant,
and his ability to impose security and order, establishing a relatively
stable authority through adopting a political approach based on
controlling the army, appointing loyal governors, and organizing
bureaucratic bureaus. The study also highlights the importance of the title
"Ikhshid," which the Abbasid Caliph bestowed upon Ikhshid as a means
of legitimizing his rule. It also highlights the symbolic dimensions of this
title, which led to a delicate balance between nominal loyalty to Baghdad
and complete practical independence from its administration. The study
also discusses the transition of power after Ikhshid's death, focusing on
the personality of Kafur al-Ikhshid, who effectively inherited the reins of
power despite being of non-Arab origin and lowly upbringing. The study
demonstrates how Kafur was able to skillfully manage the affairs of state,
defying the social norms of the time, making him one of the most
prominent models of leadership in Islamic political history. Kafur
maintained the state's internal balance and sought to avoid open
confrontations with regional powers, especially the Fatimids, who were
expanding in North Africa and seeking to control Egypt.
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