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Expressive Analysis of the Symbolism of the Virgin Mary in Christian Pictorial Scenes
Haider Abdul-Jabbar Naji Alwan
University of Babylon — College of Fine Arts / Art Education

abd:d\ 3)ga ‘-—LUL‘: < Biaga s‘._?J::LSJ (S ”L.\A (e M\ Lf);l}“ﬂ‘ Al ‘:g e c\)dﬂ\ sl E\:DAJ Ay Gaanll 1aa d}l_ﬁe
geanlly g e ¢ anall Gl Je¥) collad) i . sl ) (@) 3 g A Seapll ST e Banly ol ARBSA jgeanl) e
cAuadial) Zasa¥lg gl 8lglall o) Lghan gy ygne AilSay el ydall dpads culaitin ¢ yealaall Gl ) Young cdcagill jume 2 ¢ ol
Sl eda 28,80 LN b sehdal) yugaal b oially Byl gl Bals a5 pus Al L Jleas o el 8
haally Ayl Apuntl) Al of oS andl il LS. uadlyy Ailad] ST e i) ol e iy e eghaslly oSLll anl
gl daa g Blleiall Ao gadl Yl aiye Jih Cum e glY) el aghais Oaiesall jelie Geadla) el Jy A5paY 80 L oS5 ol
Ol Lompesal) delaall Glang & L300 e 5,06 £ 5e Bysea ) sl aell aasi of ())& Uil (oS dmaal) sty culaglll gl
Gl e cledinal diga s ) Enally LEED 2l e i WS ¢ anad) Gl acl Jal 8 acley Lije )l o2 agd
D) stse g demiin Y il lgmo s ¢ppmnall Ao s Dl 5O 3 o sliall 5y50m 25 (el
(LR ¢l gl ¢ pamenall SR (Aiapl ¢ sllad) Baseall tdssadl:dalidall clals)) .

Abstract
This study provides an expressive and analytical interpretation of the symbolism of the Virgin Mary in Christian
visual art, tracing the evolution of her image across different historical and artistic periods. From early Byzantine
iconography through the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, and into modern times, the Virgin Mary has maintained
a central role as a sacred symbol of purity, divine motherhood, and intercession. The research highlights how
visual elements such as color, body posture, facial expressions, and surrounding symbols have been used to
convey theological and emotional meanings. Eastern Christian art, especially in icons, emphasizes spiritual
abstraction and stillness, presenting Mary as Theotokos (God-bearer) in a transcendent, symbolic manner. In
contrast, Western Christian art—particularly during the Renaissance—humanizes Mary, portraying her with
emotional depth and realistic features that reflect the evolving relationship between divinity and humanity.This
symbolic imagery serves as a visual theology that not only reinforces Christian doctrine but also evokes deep
emotional and spiritual responses from viewers. The Virgin Mary becomes a bridge between the earthly and the
divine, representing ideals of mercy, grace, and maternal love. Her image, recurring throughout centuries of
religious art, continues to inspire devotion and reflect the cultural and doctrinal values of Christian

communities.Understanding Marian symbolism in art offers valuable insight into how visual culture shapes
religious experience and spiritual identity within Christianity. KeywordsVirgin Mary, Symbolism, Christian
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