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Abu al-Fida’s Methodology in the Crusades
In Light of His Book “Al-Mukhtasar fi Akhbar al-Bashar”
Dr. Hind Farouq Ahmed
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Department of Specialized Supervision
hind.faruk.nanaw@outlook.com

Abstract:
This research aims to explore Abu al-Fida’s methodology regarding the era of the Crusades. Although Abu
al-Fida was not a direct contemporary of these wars, his writings remain indispensable due to his geographic
proximity to the Levant and his close connection to the state. His historical work, Al-Mukhtasar fi Akhbar al-
Bashar (The Abridged Chronicle of Humanity), stands out as a significant source for understanding the causes,
events, and consequences of the Crusades as seen through the eyes of a Muslim historian. The study highlights
the importance of this source and the reasons for selecting the topic under the title: “Abu al-Fida’s
Methodology in the Crusades in Light of His Book Al-Mukhtasar fi Akhbar al-Bashar.” The research provides
a brief biography of Abu al-Fida al-Hamawi, examines his approach to chronicling historical events, and
analyzes his treatment of the Crusades in particular. It further investigates his narrative structure, his use of
sources, and his perspective on the different sides of the conflict. The study also seeks to assess the objectivity
and historical value of his accounts and to clarify how his work contributes to a deeper understanding of one
of the most critical periods in Islamic history.
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Ibn Khallikan, Abu al-Abbas Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Ali Ahmad (d. 681 AH/1282 CE)

16- Wafayat al-A'yan wa Anba' Abna' al-Zaman, edited by Ihsan Abbas, 1st ed., Dar Sadir, (Beirut: 1398 AH/1977
CE)

Ibn Dugmaq, Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn Aydamur al-'Ala'i (d. 809 AH/1406 CE)

17- Nuzhat al-Anam fi Tarikh al-Islam, edited by Samir Tayyara, 1st ed., Al-Maktaba al-Asriya, (Beirut: 1420
AH/1999 CE)

Al-Dawadari, Abu Bakr ibn Abdullah ibn Aybak al-Dawadari (d. after 736 AH/1335 CE)

18- Al-Durr Al-Fakhir fi Sirat al-Malik al-Nasir, the ninth part of Kanz al-Durar wa Jami' al-Ghurar, edited by
Hans Robert Roemer, 1st ed., German Archaeological Institute (Cairo: 1380 AH/1960 CE)

Al-Dhahabi, Shams al-Din Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Uthman al-Dhahabi (d. 748 AH/1347 CE)
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19- History of Islam and the Deaths of Famous Figures and Notables, edited by Omar Abd al-Salam Tadmuri, 1st
ed., Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi (Beirut: 1409 AH/1988 CE)

Ibn Sipahizadeh, Muhammad ibn Ali al-Barusawi (d. 997 AH/1588 CE)

20- The Clearest Paths to Knowledge of Countries and Kingdoms, edited by al-Mahdi Abd al-Ruwayda, st ed.,
Dar al-Gharb al-Islami (Beirut: 1427 AH/2006 CE)

Sabt ibn al-Jawzi, Shams al-Din Abu al-Muzaffar Yusuf Ibn Qazaw'ali (d. 654 AH/1256 CE)

21- Mirat al-Zaman fi Tarikh al-A'yan, edited by:

Muhammad Barakat, Kamil Muhammad al-Kharrat, and others, 1st ed., Dar al-Risalah al-'Alamiyyah (Damascus:
1434 AH/2013 CE)

Al-Subki, Taj al-Din Abu Nasr 'Abd al-Wahhab ibn 'Ali ibn 'Abd al-Kafi (d. 771 AH/1369 CE)

22- Tabaqat al-Shafi'iyyah al-Kubra, edited by: Mahmoud Muhammad al-Tanahi, 'Abd al-Fattah Muhammad al-
Hilu, 2nd ed., Hijr Printing and Publishing House (Cairo: 1413 AH/1992 CE)

Al-Suyuti, Jalal al-Din 'Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr ibn Muhammad al-Suyuti (d. 911 AH/1505 CE)

23- Kawkab al-Rawda fi Tarikh al-Nil wa Jazirat al-Rawda, edited by: Muhammad al-Shishtawi, 1st ed., Dar al-
Afaq al-'Arabiyyah (Cairo: 1423 AH/2002 CE)

Al-Shuja'i, Shams al-Din Al-Shuja'i (d. after 745 AH/1344 AD)

24- The History of King Al-Nasir Muhammad ibn Qalawun Al-Salihi and His Sons, edited and translated into
German by Barbara Schifer, 1st ed., Franzsteins Publishing, (Wiesbaden: 1399 AH/1978 AD)

Ibn Al-Shihna, Muhibb Al-Din Abu Al-Walid Muhammad ibn Muhammad Ibn Al-Shihna (d. 815 AH/1412 AD)
25- Rawdat Al-Manazir fi [lm Al-Awa'il wa Al-Awakhir, edited by Sayyid Ali Mahna, 1st ed., Dar Al-Kutub Al-
[Imiyyah, (Beirut: 1418 AH/1997 AD). Al-Safadi, Salah al-Din Khalil ibn Abiyk (d. 764 AH/1364 CE)

26- Al-Wafi bil-Wafiyat, edited by Ahmad al-Arna'ut, Turki Mustafa, 1st ed., Dar lhya' al-Turath, (Beirut: 1421
AH/2000 CE)

27- The Princes of Damascus in Islam, 1st ed., Dar al-Kitab al-Jadid, (Beirut: 1404 AH/1983 CE)

28- The Notables of the Era and the Helpers of Victory, edited by Ali Abu Zayd and others, 1st ed., Dar al-Fikr,
(Damascus: 1419 AH/1998 CE)

Tash Kubra Zadeh, Abu al-Khair Issam al-Din Ahmad ibn Mustafa (d. 968 AH/1560 CE)

29- The Key to Happiness and the Lamp of Sovereignty in the Subjects of the Sciences, 1st ed., Dar al-Kutub al-
[Imiyyah, (Beirut: 1406 AH/1985 CE)

Ibn al-'Tbri, Gregory Abu al-Faraj ibn Harun al-Malti (d. 685 AH/1286 AD)

30- A Brief History of States, edited by Father Antoine Salhani, S.J., 3rd ed., Dar al-Ra'id al-Lubnani (Lebanon:
1404 AH/1983 AD)

Ibn Abd al-Haqq, Abd al-Mu'min ibn Abd al-Haqq ibn Shama'il al-Qat'i al-Baghdadi (d. 739 AH/1338 AD)

31- Observatories of Insight into the Names of Places and Regions, Ist ed., Dar al-Jeel (Beirut:
1412 AH/1991 AD)

Al-Omari, Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Fadlallah (d. 749 AH/1348 AD)

32- Definition of the Noble Term, edited by Muhammad Hussein Shams al-Din, 1st ed., Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah
(Beirut: 1409 AH/1988 AD).

Ibn al-Amid, al-Makin Jirjis ibn al-Amid ibn Abi al-Makarim (d. 672 AH/1273 CE)

33- Akhbar al-Ayyubid, 1st ed., Maktabat al-Thaqafa al-Diniyah (Cairo: Blatt)

Abu al-Fida, Imad al-Din Ismail ibn Muhammad ibn Umar (d. 732 AH/1331 CE)

34- al-Kanash fi Fanani wa al-Murf, edited by Riyad ibn Hasan al-Khawam, 1st ed., Maktabat al-Asriya (Beirut:
1421 AH/2000 CE)

35- al-Mukhtasar fi Akhbar al-Bashar, 1st ed., al-Husayniyya al-Misriyya Press (Cairo: Blatt)

36- al-Mukhtasar fi Akhbar al-Bashar, edited by Muhammad Zainhum Azab, 1st ed., Dar al-Ma'arif (Cairo: Blatt)
37- al-Mukhtasar fi Akhbar al-Bashar, 1st ed., Maktabat al-Mutanabbi' (Cairo: Blatt)

38- Taqwim al-Buldan, 1st ed., Dar Sadir (Beirut: Blatt)

Ibn Qadi Shahba, Taqi al-Din Abu Bakr ibn Ahmad ibn Qadi Shahba (d. 851 AH/1447 CE)

39- Tabagqat al-Shafi'iyyah, edited by al-Hafiz Abd al-Alim Khalid, 1st ed., Alam al-Kutub (Beirut: 1407 AH/1986
CE)

Al-Qalgashandi, Abu al-Abbas Ahmad ibn Ali (d. 821 AH/1417 CE)

40- Subh al-A'sha fi Sina'at al-Insha' (The Subh of the Night-Time Art of Composition), 3rd ed., National Library
and Archives (Cairo: 1432 AH/2010 CE)
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Al-Kutubi, Muhammad ibn Shakir ibn Ahmad al-Kutubi (d. 764 AH/1362 CE)

41- Fawat al-Wafayat wa al-Dhayl alayh (The Deaths of the Dead and the Appendix to It), edited by [hsan Abbas,
Ist ed., Dar Sadir (Beirut: 1393 AH/1973 CE)

Ibn Kathir, Imad al-Din Abu al-Fida Ismail ibn Umar ibn Kathir (d. 774 AH/1372 CE)

42- The Beginning and the End, edited by Ali Shiri, 1st ed., Dar Ihya' al-Turath al-Arabi (Beirut: 1409 AH/1988
CE)

Ibn Kinan, Muhammad ibn Isa ibn Mahmud ibn Muhammad ibn Kinan (d. 1153 AH/1740 CE)

43- The Jasmine Gardens in Mentioning the Laws of the Caliphs and Sultans, edited by Abbas Sabbagh, 1st ed.,
Dar al-Nafa'is (Beirut: 1412 AH/1991 CE)

Al-Magqrizi, Taqi al-Din Abu al-Abbas Ahmad ibn Ali (d. 845 AH/1441 CE)

44- Sermons and Considerations in Mentioning the Plans and Monuments Known as al-Khitat al-Magqriziyya,
edited by Muhammad Zainhum and Madiha al-Sharqawi, 1st ed., Madbouly Library (Cairo: 1419 AH/1998 CE)
Ibn Wasil, Jamal al-Din Muhammad ibn Salim ibn Wasil (d. 697 AH/1297 CE)

45- Mufrij al-Kurub fi Akhbar Bani Ayyub, edited by Omar Abd al-Salam Tadmuri, 1st ed., Al-Maktaba al-Asriya
(Beirut: 1425 AH/2004 CE)

Ibn al-Wardi, Omar ibn Muzaffar ibn Abi al-Fawaris ibn al-Wardi (d. 749 AH/1348 CE)

46- Tarikh Ibn al-Wardi, 1st ed., Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah (Beirut: 1417 AH/1996 CE)

Al-Yafei, Abu Muhammad Abdullah ibn As'ad ibn Ali ibn Sulayman al-Yafei (d. 768 AH/1366 CE)

47- Mirat al-Janan wa Ibrat al-Yaqzan fi Ma'tibdar min Awadat al-Zaman (Mirror of Heaven and Lesson of
Awakening in Knowing What is Considered of the Incidents of Time), edited by Khalil al-Mansur, 1st ed., Dar
al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah (Beirut: 1418 AH/1997 CE)

Yaqut al-Hamawi, Shihab al-Din Abu Abdullah al-Rumi (d. 626 AH/1229 AD)

48- Mu'jam al-Buldan, 2nd ed., Dar Sadir, (Beirut: 1416 AH/1995 AD)

Al-Yunini, Qutb al-Din Abu al-Fath Musa ibn Muhammad al-Yunini, (d. 726 AH/1325 AD)

49- Dhayl Mirat al-Zaman, 1st ed., Press of the Ottoman Encyclopedia Council, (Hyderabad: Deccan, India, 1374
AH/1954 AD)

Third: Arabic References:

Al-Ashqar, Muhammad Abd al-Ghani

1- Atabeg al-Asakir fi Cairo during the Circassian Mamluk Era, 1st ed., Madbouly Library (Cairo, 1424 AH/2003
AD)

Amin, Hussein

2- History of Iraq in the Seljuk Era, 2nd ed. (Baghdad: Al-Ahliya Library, 1427 AH/2006 AD)

Al-Khatib, Mustafa Abdul Karim

3- Dictionary of Historical Terms and Titles, 1st ed., Al-Risala Foundation (Beirut: 1417 AH/1996 AD)
Dahman, Muhammad Ahmad

4- Dictionary of Historical Terms in the Mamluk Era, 1st ed., Dar al-Fikr, (Damascus: 1411 AH/1990 CE)

Rizq, Asim Muhammad

5- Dictionary of Islamic Architecture and Arts, 1st ed., Madbouly Library, (Cairo: 1421 AH/2000 CE)
Al-Zarkali, Khair Allah

6- Al-A'lam, 15th ed., Dar al-Ilm lil-Malayin, (Beirut: 1423 AH/2002 CE)

Abu Zahra, Muhammad

7- Al-Shafi'i: His Life and Times - His Views and Jurisprudence, Ist ed., Dar al-Fikr al-Arabi, (Cairo: 1399
AH/1978 CE)

8- History of Islamic Schools of Thought in Politics and Doctrines and the History of Schools of Jurisprudence,
Ist ed., Dar al-Fikr al-Arabi, (Cairo: Platt)

Zidan, Jurji

9- History of Arabic Literature, 1st ed., Hindawi Foundation, (Cairo: Platt)

Sarkis, Youssef bin Ilyan Bin Musa

10- Dictionary of Arabic and Arabized Publications, 1st ed., Sarkis Press, (Cairo: 1346 AH/1928 CE)

Saad, Qasim Ali

11- A Collection of Biographies of Maliki Jurists, 1st ed., Dar Al-Buhuth for Islamic Studies and Heritage
Revival, (Dubai: 1423 AH/2002 CE)

Salam, Muhammad Zaghloul
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12- Literature in the Mamluk Era, 1st ed., Mansha'at Al-Ma'arif, (Cairo: 1420 AH/1999 CE)

Al-Sallabi, Ali Muhammad Muhammad

13- The Martyr Sultan Imad al-Din Zengi "His Personality and His Era", 1st ed., Iqra Foundation, (Cairo: 142
AH/2007 CE)

Abdul Hamid, Tariq Jalal

14- The Army in the Mamluk Era, 1st ed., Kitabat House, (Cairo: 1434 AH/2012 CE)

Ashour, Sa'id Abd al-Fattah

15- The Crusader Movement, 1st ed., Maktaba Anglo-Egyptian, (Cairo: 1431 AH/2010 AD)

Kahala, Omar Reda

16- Dictionary of Authors, 1st ed., Al-Muthanna Library, (Beirut: Platt)

Mahfouz, Muhammad

17- Biographies of Tunisian Authors, 2nd ed., Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, (Beirut: 1415 AH/1994 AD)

Mustafa, Shaker

18- Arab History and Historians, 1st ed., Dar al-Ilm lil-Malayin, (Beirut: 1411 AH/1990 AD)

Nuwayhid, Adel

19- Dictionary of Interpreters from Early Islam to the Present Era, 3rd ed., Nuwayhid Cultural Foundation for
Authorship, Translation, and Publishing, (Beirut: 1409 AH/1988 AD)Fourth: Periodicals and Scientific
Researchlsmail, Laila Abdel Jawad

1- Atabeg al-Asakir in Cairo during the Era of the Bahri Mamluk State, The Egyptian Historian Magazine (Cairo:
Issue 10) 1414 AH/1993 AD)Hamida, Abd al-Rahman

2- Abu al-Fida, published by the Ministry of Culture (Cairo: Issue 154, 1394 AH/1974 AD)

The Life of Abd al-Qadir Mursi

3- A Historical Comparison between the Two Mamluk Queens, Radiya al-Din in India and Shajar al-Durr in
Egypt, a study published in the History and Future Magazine, Faculty of Arts (Minya University: January issue,
1434 AH/2012 AD)Al-Rashed, Raed Amir Abdullah

4- Abu al-Fida al-Hamawi's Approach to Writing the Biography of the Prophet, a study published in the Kan
Historical Magazine (Cairo: Issue 21, 1438 AH/2016 AD)Zuraiq, Constantine

5- A Lesson from the Era of Abu al-Fida, a study published by the Ministry of Culture (Cairo: Issue 154, 1394
AH/1974 AD)Ziyada, Nicola

6- Abu al-Fida's Memoirs, a study published by the Ministry Culture (Cairo: Issue 154, 1394 AH/1974 CE)
Sindi, Huda Muhammad Sa'id

7- The Rise of the Atabegs and Their Role in the Islamic State "Imad ad-Din Zengi as a Model", Tikrit University
Journal for Humanities (Iraq, Volume 30, Issue 4, 1445 AH/2023 CE)

Shaar, Munther

8- The Scholar King Abu al-Fida, a study published in the Islamic Awareness Magazine, Ministry of Endowments
and Islamic Affairs, (Kuwait: 1404 AH/1983 CE)

Ayad, Muhammad Kamal

9- Abu al-Fida the Scholar King, a study published in the Journal of the Arabic Language Academy, (Damascus:
Volume 50, Part 1, 1395 AH/1975 CE)

Nawwar, Salah ad-Din Muhammad

10- Tankiz al-Husami al-Nasiri, Deputy of the Levant during the Sultanate of al-Nasir Muhammad ibn Qalawun
(712-741 AH/1312-1340 CE), a published study In the Journal of the Faculty of Dar Al-Ulum, (Fayoum
University: June 1430 AH/2008 AD)

Fifth: University Theses and Dissertations

Spanu, Ahmad Ghassan

1. The Ayyubid Kingdom of Hama, unpublished master's thesis, Faculty of Arts, (Damascus University: 1405
AH/1984 AD)

Al-Sarayrah, Bakr Muhammad Salamah

2. Ibn Wasil as a Historian of the Crusades, unpublished master's thesis, Faculty of Graduate Studies, Mu'tah
University, (Jordan: 1441 AH/2019 AD)Al-Amla, Abdul-Jabbar Ahmad Muhammad

3. The Viceroyalty of Damascus during the Reign of Prince Tankiz al-Husami al-Nasiri (712-740 AH/1312—-
1339/1340 AD), unpublished master's thesis, Faculty of Graduate Studies, An-Najah National University
(Palestine: 1421 AH/2000 AD)
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