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Abstract:

Amid the rapid transformations sweeping the Arab media landscape, there is an urgent
need for in-depth studies that elucidate the role of media theories in shaping discourse
on social and economic issues. Against this backdrop, the present paper entitled “Media
Analysis of the Application of Media Theories in Shaping Discourse on Social and Eco-
nomic Issues: An Applied Study on the Program ‘Under the Microscope’” offers a com-
prehensive analytical reading combining theoretical and applied dimensions across four
interconnected chapters. The first chapter outlines the study’s methodological framework,
while the second provides a detailed exposition of the application of six principal media
theories to the program under investigation. The third chapter presents an in-depth media
analysis of these theories’ manifestations in shaping discourse on social, political, and
economic issues through the study of seven selected episodes of the program. The final
chapter concludes with the presentation of findings, conclusions, recommendations, and
future research directions.

The study adopts a theoretical framework comprising six key theories: media framing,
cultural cultivation, critical discourse analysis, uses and gratifications, media governance,
and cognitive effects. Employing a mixed-methods approach, it combines qualitative and
quantitative analyses of texts and content, supported by surveys and audience viewership
and engagement data.

Findings reveal that more than three-quarters of the program’s content is characterized
by crisis framing focusing on victimization, while less than one-quarter presents solutions
and positive initiatives, thus fostering predominantly emotional responses over rational
analysis. Cultivation analysis confirms that intensive exposure to the content entrenches
negative perceptions among one-third of regular viewers. Discourse analysis identifies 55
expressions laden with political or economic bias, 65% of which reinforce the crisis nar-
rative. Results from the uses and gratifications analysis show that over half the audience

follows the program primarily for informational purposes, with significant demographic
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variations. Media governance analysis indicates institutional and political pressures that
constrain content independence. Cognitive effects analysis confirms heightened audience
awareness of the discussed issues, particularly among individuals with university-level
education and above.

The study concludes that the dominance of negative framing perpetuates pessimis-
tic cognitive schemas, while weak media governance undermines discourse objectivity.
Meanwhile, the diversity of audience motivations presents an opportunity to develop more
inclusive and balanced content. Recommendations emphasize the necessity of balancing
negative and positive frames, broadening coverage perspectives, enhancing editorial in-
dependence through transparent governance frameworks, and tailoring content to diverse
demographic groups. The study also advocates for employing advanced data analysis
techniques to measure impact and refine media strategies. Future research is encouraged
to conduct comparative analyses with other Arab programs and to explore the role of dig-
ital media and social platforms in shaping discourse, leveraging artificial intelligence and
big data analytics.

Keywords: media theories, critical discourse analysis, discourse formation, social and

economic issues, Under the Microscope program, Arab media studies.
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