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Marshal Maurice de Saxe and His Military and Political

Role in France — A Historical Study
Sarah Saleh Ahmed
Al-Mustansiriya University/ College of Basic Education
Abstract:

This research highlights a prominent figure in French military and
political history during the eighteenth century, emphasizing the
importance of his role in shaping the course of wars and conflicts that
France experienced during that era. The first section of the study
addresses the biography of Maurice de Saxe and his military formation,
highlighting his origins as the illegitimate son of Augustus II the Strong,
King of Poland, and his early military career that began in the armies of
the Holy Roman Empire and later the French army, illustrating his early
military development.

The second section focuses on his military achievements, particularly

his decisive leadership in the War of the Austrian Succession and his
notable victory at the Battle of Fontenoy, considered one of the greatest
French victories before the Revolution. It also covers his successful
sieges of strategic cities such as Tournai and Maastricht, reflecting
Maurice de Saxe’s skill in military planning and execution.
The third section highlights his political role and relationship with the
French monarchy, where he was awarded the titles Marshal of France and
Marshal General of the King. He also received the support of King Louis
XV, who rewarded him with the Chateau de Chambord, indicating his
political stature and influence within the French royal court.

The research is based on an analytical historical study combining
documentary sources and biographies, focusing on the major military
events led by Maurice de Saxe, which underscores his significance as a
military and political leader in France. The study concludes that Maurice
de Saxe was a pivotal figure in strengthening French military power and
consolidating royal authority during a critical period in European history,
and that his military and political achievements left a lasting impact on
French history.

Keywords: Maurice de Saxe, French military history, war and politics,
Battle of Fontenoy, French monarchy.
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