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Research abstract:

In the early days of his rule, the Abbasid Caliph Harun al-Rashid (170-193 AH /
786-809 AD) established the position of Chief Justice. The aim of this
presentation is to highlight the circumstances and factors that contributed to its
emergence, to examine the history of its establishment, to highlight the extent to
which it benefited from external influences, and to investigate the judges who
held this position until the middle of the fourth century AH. The existing lists
contain gaps that require research to arrive at a new list that fills whatever gaps
can be filled. The most important Chief Justice in the Abbasid state was
Muhammad ibn Salih al-Hashemi, the brother of Judge Abu al-Hasan
Muhammad ibn Salih. He studied Maliki jurisprudence and left Baghdad for
Khorasan, where he stayed for a period of time, speaking on the Maliki school of
thought. He then entered Bukhara and was appointed as a judge in Nisa in the
year 355 AH. He died in Baghdad in the year 360 AH.
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