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Abstract

Divine sealing is a punishment decreed by God upon certain groups of people in
response to the evil, misguidance, corruption, and falsehood residing in their
hearts. As a result, their hearts become sealed, preventing them from perceiving
the truth and obstructing them from guidance and righteousness, even though they
possess hearing, sight, and hearts that nevertheless refuse to recognize the truth.

This study aims to:

Define the concept of divine sealing and present its various instances in the
Qur’an, along with the pertinent verses.
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Identify examples of those whose hearts have been sealed.

Examine the causes of sealing.
Analyze the effects that follow such sealing.
Clarify the ultimate fate of those upon whom the seal is set.

Using the topical method, the research investigates the lexical field of the term
“seal,” explicates its meanings, and uncovers its deeper implications. The study
finds that:

Divine sealing manifests in various forms.

It is a direct consequence of the malignancy within certain souls, which merits the
sealing of their hearts and bars them from faith in God.

Those whose hearts are sealed are deprived of both faith and the capacity to
comprehend, reflect upon, or act upon the Qur’anic verses, evidences, and
arguments.

A barrier stands between them and the truth, so they neither perceive guidance
nor follow the right path.

Recommendations

The study recommends that individuals self-examine and purify their hearts by
avoiding evil deeds that invoke divine sealing and spiritual deprivation. Believers
should strive to draw closer to God, seek His pleasure, mercy, and forgiveness,
and cleanse their souls of malice, envy, and other vices that lead to a sealed heart.
Additionally, one should take heed from historical examples of those whose
hearts were sealed—such as Abu Jahl—who were turned away from faith and
righteousness.

Keywords: divine sealing; barrier; hearts; prevention; punishment.
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