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Summary:

The Effect of Separation (al-Baynanah) on the Number of Divorces

Prepared by: Dr. Hamad bin Othman Qarmush

This research addresses the topic of Al-Baynanah (separation) and its impact on
the number of permissible divorces if a woman wishes to return to her husband
who caused the separation. The introduction of this study defines Al-Bayninah and
clarifies its types. The core issue under examination is analyzed through several
sections. The first section discusses the effect of Al-Bayninah Kubra (major sepa-
ration) on the number of divorces, emphasizing the consensus of the jurists that if
the woman marries another man—other than the one who caused the major sep-
aration—under specific detailed conditions, and later returns to her first husband,
she returns to him with a renewed allowance for three divorces. The second section
addresses the impact of Al-Bayntnah Sughra (minor separation) on the number of
divorces, affirming the scholarly agreement that if a woman wishes to return to the
husband who caused the minor separation, she returns with her remaining num-
ber of divorces, provided she did not marry another man, or she married another
man but consummation did not occur. However, there is a scholarly disagreement
regarding her return after marrying another man and consummation having taken
place—a case known among scholars as “the issue of demolition (mas’alat al-hadm),”
which is widely discussed, with differing opinions among the Companions and sub-
sequent scholars. The researcher prefers the opinion that, in this case, she returns
to her first husband with a new set of three divorces.

Keywords: divorce (talaq), major separation (al-bayntnah al-kubra), minor sepa-

ration (al-bayntnah al-sughra), number of divorces, woman’s return to her husband.
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