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Transformations of Aesthetic Sensation in Arab
Feminist Resistance Poetry: A Reading of the
Discourse of Body and Identity in the Works of
Post-2010 Female Poets
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Abstract
This study examines the transformations of aesthetic sensibility in Arab feminist
resistance poetry after 2010, focusing on the discourse of the body and identity
in selected works by contemporary Arab women poets. The research is based
on the premise that feminist poetic expression in the post-Arab Spring era has
undergone a significant shift in its engagement with aesthetics—not as an
ornamental pursuit, but as a form of resistance. This shift is evident in the re-
representation of the female body as a site of political and social meaning, and
in the reconstruction of poetic identity beyond the confines of domesticated
femininity. Employing a critical analytical methodology that combines
aesthetic theory and feminist criticism, the study explores a poetic discourse
that challenges patriarchal structures and redefines the lexicon of resistance
through a language in which selfhood, embodiment, space, and temporality

intersect. The study concludes that the aesthetic dimension in contemporary
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feminist resistance poetry is no longer detached from its political and social
contexts but serves as a medium for generating new meanings of resistance
rooted in the lived experience of women.

Keywords :Resistance poetry, feminism, aesthetic sensibility, body, identity,

post-2010, Arab women poets.
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