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The difference of the jurists in
the manner of ablution and their
judgment against it
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Abstract

This research addresses a central jurisprudential issue: the disagreement among
jurists regarding the proper manner of performing ablution, including the order of
the limbs, continuity, number of washes, wiping the head, and wiping or washing the
feet. It aims to analyze these controversial issues among the four Islamic schools of
thought (Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi’i, and Hanbali), as well as the Imami school of thought.
It also highlights the textual and rational evidence upon which each school based its
ijtihad. The research relies on an analytical inductive approach, tracing legal texts
from the Qur’an and Sunnah, reviewing the statements of scholars, and comparing
their various forms of reasoning. It also discusses the strength of the evidence and
its consistency with the principles of jurisprudence. The research demonstrates that
this disagreement stems from differences in readings, varying understandings of
texts, and the extent to which the transmitted or apparent meaning of the text is
prioritized. It also demonstrates the significant influence of jurisprudential schools
in establishing rules related to analogy, public interests, and considering the actions
of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) as explanations or foundations.
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