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The Rain-Seeking Prayer in Egypt During the Mamluk Era (648-923 AH /
1250-1517 AD)
Asst. Prof. Safana Jasim Mohammed, Ph.D.
Al-Iragia University / College of Arts / Department of History

Abstract

This study examines the Rain-Seeking prayer (Salat al-Istisga) in Egypt during
the Mamluk era (648-923 AH / 1250-1517 AD), following a historical
methodology and organized into three sections. The first section defines the
term "istisga" both linguistically and terminologically, explaining the reasons
for performing the prayer and detailing its rulings and procedures. The second
section discusses the practice of the rain-seeking prayer from its inception until
the end of the Ayyubid period. The third section focuses on how the rain-
seeking prayer was conducted in Egypt during the Mamluk era, primarily due to
the decline in the Nile's water levels as a result of drought caused by a lack of
rainfall. This phenomenon had significant psychological and economic impacts
on both the state and the general populace. The study concludes by highlighting
the key findings reached by the researcher.

Keywords: Prayer, Istisga, Mamluk, Desert, Rabat al-Athar.
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