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Abstract

Al-Mu‘jam Al-Wasit is considered one of the most significant contemporary Arabic
dictionaries. Issued by the Academy of the Arabic Language in Cairo, it serves as a
reliable reference for Modern Standard Arabic. The dictionary is distinguished by
its precise and dependable definitions, illustrative examples, and visual aids that
clarify meanings and demonstrate word usage in various contexts. Furthermore, it
incorporates modern and emerging terminology expressed in clear and eloquent
Arabic, making it accessible to a wide range of learners and professionals across
various disciplines.

In contrast, The Dictionary of Common Errors by Professor Muhammad Al-‘Adnani
is one of the most prominent works in the field of linguistic correction in the twentieth
century. It aims to highlight common linguistic errors made by speakers and writers,
seeking to correct misunderstandings and reinforce proper grammatical usage. In
constructing his dictionary, Al-‘Adnani relies on the foundational principles and rules
of the Arabic language, including analogical reasoning and auditory evidence. Notably,
he frequently references Al-Mu‘jam Al-Wasit as part of the evidentiary framework
supporting his corrective judgments, demonstrating the centrality of this modern
lexicon in his methodology.

This study is structured into two main sections. The first presents a comprehensive
statistical analysis of all instances in which Al-‘Adnani referenced Al-Mu‘jam Al-Wasit,
whether as a sole source or among multiple sources. It aims to elucidate how he
employed the dictionary and to address the broader question of how modern linguistic
correctors engage with contemporary lexicons. The second section explores the
nature of Al-‘Adnani’s engagement with Al-Mu‘jam Al-Wasit, assessing the accuracy
of his interpretations and whether he acknowledged the authority of the Academy
as the highest linguistic institution in the modern Arab world. Selected examples are
presented to support the discussion.

The study concludes by summarizing the key findings and presenting a list of

references and sources used.

Keywords: Al-Mu‘jam Al-Wasit, Egyptian Arabic Language Academy, Al-‘Adnani,

Linguistic Correction, Dictionary of Common Errors
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