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Research summary

This study on the system of government by Sheikh Abdul Khalig Othman (may God
have mercy on him) is a prominent example of the efforts of Islamic thought in
explaining the origins and components of the Islamic state. We have reached the
following results:

1. The Sheikh (may God have mercy on him) asserts that the source of governance in
Islam is God alone, not the people or the state, and that the ruler is merely an
implementer of the commands of Sharia. This makes him bound by the laws of
Sharia, not absolute in his actions

2. The Islamic theory of governance is based on the principle of “vicegerency,” not
on the absolute theory of divine mandate. This means that the ruler is responsible
before God and the nation, and is held accountable if he violates Islamic law.

3. The Caliphate is not limited to a specific people or race, but rather it is the right of
every Muslim who meets the legal conditions of justice, competence, piety, and
politics.

4. The Caliph has broad powers, but he is subject to accountability and oversight by
the nation and those who have authority and influence. He has the right to obedience,
support, and advice from the nation, as long as his obedience is within the limits of
what God has commanded.

5. Individual rights are an integral part of the Islamic system of government, and
include: the right to life, the right to work, the right to security, the right to property,
the right to freedom, and others. All of these are regulated by Sharia and protected by
the tools of power.
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6. The ministry in Islamic political thought is divided into a ministry of delegation
and a ministry of implementation. The first resembles political authority, while the
second supervises administrative matters. Each has its own conditions and controls,
and is subject to dual oversight.

7. Among the most prominent characteristics of the Islamic state that the Sheikh
emphasized are: that it is based on the complete sovereignty of God, relies on an
armed formation to preserve its prestige, its rulings are subject to Sharia, and it is
surrounded by the components of a contemporary state (land, people, authority).

8. Political means are capable of development provided the provisions remain
consistent, allowing for legal flexibility in the mechanisms for electing the caliph and
organizing the state, within the limits of the texts and objectives.
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