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Abstract:

This research reviews the key foundations that early and late Hadith scholars
relied on in critiquing prophetic narrations. It highlights the principles that these
scholars based their acceptance or rejection of Hadith on, emphasizing the
importance of establishing strong foundations for accepting or rejecting Hadith.
All these foundations were rational and logical, imposed by the reality of their
time. Although there were differences in what they relied on, there were also
arcas of agreement. This shows that the foundations of late scholars
complemented and completed what early scholars had established, according to
historical needs. This does not undermine the efforts of early scholars in
establishing this science or negate the efforts of late scholars in preserving and
purifying the prophetic Sunnah. The main goal of Hadith scholars was to preserve
the prophetic Sunnah, organize this vast heritage, and present it in a proper form
to future generations, with relative progress and development in the foundations
of Hadith criticism that suited the needs of each generation.

Keywords:

Foundations of Hadith Criticism, Methodology of Hadith Criticism, Hadith

Criticism among Early Scholars, Hadith Criticism among Late Scholars,
Differences between Early and Late Scholars.
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