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Abstract:

Linguistic borrowing among human languages is a natural phenomenon and a sign of
the vitality and development of languages. There is hardly a living human language that
has not been influenced by other languages—whether at the phonetic, morphological, syn-
tactic, or semantic level. Throughout its history, Arabic has interacted with the languages
it came into contact with, influencing them and being influenced in return. This interac-
tion—driven by religion, politics, science, culture, geography, and trade—naturally led to
the phenomenon of lending and borrowing.

Borrowing is a modern linguistic, scientific, lexical, and semantic term used within
comparative linguistics and modern lexicography. It refers to a linguistic form taken
from another language or dialect, most commonly in the form of loanwords, though less
frequently it may involve borrowing sounds, grammatical structures, lexical items, and
semantic terminology. Borrowing is one of the mechanisms through which languages, in
general, and Arabic, in particular, expand their expressive capacity.

It defines the extent to which a language draws upon the nouns, verbs, and terminolo-
gy it needs to keep pace with and adapt to modern times, ensuring its literary, scientific,
industrial, commercial, and technical engagement. In this sense, borrowing represents an
interactive, lexical, and functional process, in which Arabic—here taken as the model—in-
tegrates borrowed nouns, terms, verbs, and technical forms into its scientific and practical

discourse simultaneously
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