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ABSTRACT
This research is an attempt to explore the development of the Prophetic Sunnah through the various stages it has
gone through that contributed to its preservation. It examines how the Sunnah evolved and was safeguarded over
time, beginning with the initial stage in which the sayings of the Prophet (peace be upon him) were written down
by the Companions in the form of separate scrolls. In this stage, the concept of writing is defined both
linguistically and technically, along with the hadiths related to permission and prohibition of writing, the number
of Companions who engaged in writing during that period, and an approximate count of the recorded hadiths.The
research then discusses the next stage, where these individual scrolls were compiled into an organized collection,
known as the stage of official documentation. This phase includes a definition of documentation linguistically
and technically, its timeframe, and the authority that initiated it.Following this, the study moves to the phase of
classification, where the documented hadiths were organized according to subject matter. This part includes a
definition of classification in both linguistic and technical terms, the types of classifications, and the most notable
scholars who contributed to this field.The final stage discussed in the research is the modern phase of electronic
digitization, which involves preserving the hadiths digitally, indexing them, and entering their data into
comprehensive digital encyclopedias that facilitate access for researchers. The study highlights the most

prominent programs and digital platforms that have served the Sunnah.Throughout the research, effort has been
made to clearly distinguish between each of these developmental phases, and to address the well-known
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controversy surrounding the permissibility of writing the Prophet’s hadiths during his lifetime.Keywords :
Writing, Documentation, Classification, Digitization, Prophetic Sunnah
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